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What is a narrative?

Narrative Interventloa
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STRUCTURING A NARRATIVE

Climax

Falling Action

Setting the scene

Exposition Denouemen t

Credit: https://literacyideas.com/




Three basic areas of Western
thosophy
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Key empiricists

Francis Bacon John Locke Thomas Hobbes David Hume
Credit: Wikimedia Credit: Wikimedia Credit: Wikimedia Credit: Wikimedia



Key rationalists
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Rene Descartes Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Christiar_] quff
Credit: Wikimedia Credit: Wikimedia Credit: Wikimedia



Immanuel Kant
Credit: Wikimedia

It is not the external world that defines our experience; rather,
fundamental conditions of human cognition makes the world
comprehensible and experience possible




The importance of narrative

There is no so-called unmediated/objective reality. Reality and facts about it are
necessarily mediated by the conditions of our cognition

In order to be comprehensible, the facts about the world have to be synthesized into
a coherent whole, hence the importance of narrative

Different people interpret the same set of facts differently not only because of some
a priori differences in their comprehension capabilities, but also because of
different interests and priorities

Difference in interests creates a room for deliberate manipulation of narrative (i.e.
story about some facts of the world), thus creating additional artificial layers of
mediation between us and reality
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Narrative and the Russia-Ukraine war

Horizontal “filters”

Vertical “turning points”

1999: the first round of NATO expansion and the
war against Yugoslavia

2003: US invasion of Irag and one of the first
color revolutions on the post-Soviet space - the
“Rose revolution” in Georgia; Russia’s
authoritarian turn

2004: the second round of NATO expansion and
the “Orange revolution” in Ukraine

2008: Russo-Georgian war

2010-2011: the Arab Spring and the subsequent
bombings of Libya by NATO

2012: Civil War in Syria and Putin’s return to
Kremlin

2014: Coup/revolution in Ukraine and the
subsequent crisis



Two opposing narratives

ey points in Russia’s narrative about the West:

he West deceived Russia and betrayed its own
mitments about NATO’s non-expansion

olor revolutions in the countries of the former Soviet
ion ignited by the West further proved to Russia the real
ent behind Western actions - weakening and possible
truction of Russia

estern actions showed its denial of any legitimacy of
ssia’s security and economic interests

he so-called “rules-based international order” is a
guise for American hegemony

In Ukraine Russia is defending its legitimate interests. If
not done, the West will do everything to defeat Russia

Key points in the West’s narrative about Russia:

After the collapse of the Soviet Union Russia made
promising steps toward democratization and liberalization

However, starting with Putin Russia began to increasingly
diverge from the democratic path and once again took on an
authoritarian turn

With every year Russia was getting more and more
aggressive when finally in 2008 it attacked Georgia and
showed its true intent - conquer its neighbors and build a
new empire

In 2012 Putin returned to power after carefully changing the
Constitution, and Russia had completed its authoritarian
turn

In Ukraine the West is defending democracy and sovereignty
of the Eastern European states. If it’s not done,
authoritarianism will defeat democracy elsewhere in the
world, and the East Europeans will fall prey to Russia’s
imperialism



Personal reflections

m | condemn Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. Already in February 2022 |
signed an open letter written by Russian scientists and academics calling for the

immediate end to Russia’s invasion

OTKpbITOE NMCLMO POCCUHCKMX YYEHBIX U HAYYHbIX
)XYPHAIMCTOB NPOTUB BOWHbI C YKpPauHoM

MBI, poccHiicKHe yueHble H HayJHbIe KyPHATHCTH, 3asBIIeM PelUTeIbHBIH POTeCcT IPOTHB BOSHHBIX
NeficTBHIT, HAYaTEIX BOOPYKEHHBIMH CHIIAMH HAIIEH CTPaHBI Ha TePPHTOPHH YKPaHHEL. DTOT (haTaTkHBIH mar
BeJIET K OTPOMHBIM 1UeJ0BeIecKIM JXepTBaM H [IOJ]pEIBaeT OCHOBHI CIIOMKHBIIEICA CHCTEMBI Me/IYHAPOIHOH
Oe3oracHOCTH. OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 33 Pa3Bsi3blBaHHE HOBOII BOITHBI B EBpoIle IIe/IHKoM JIesKHT Ha Poccun.

JU1d 3Toil BOITHET HeT HUKAKHX Pa3yMHEIX OIpapaHmil. ITOMBITKH HCIIOB30BaTh CATYAITHIO B JloHOacce Kak
TIOBOI JUL Pa3BEPTEIBAHHSA BOCHHOI OIePaIliH He BBI3EIBAIOT HHKAKOIO JoBepHA. COBEepIeHHO OUeBHIIHO, UTO
VKpaHHa He OpelICcTaB/sAeT yrpo3sl Ui 6e301acHOCTH Halllell cTpaHkl. BoilHa IPOTHB Heé HeclipaBelyIiBa 1
OTKpPOBEHHO 0ecCMBICTIeHHA.

VkpanHa Oblna U ocTa&Tcs OMH3KOH HaM CTPaHOH. Y MHOTHX H3 HAac B YKpaHHe KHBYT POJCTBEHHHKH, JIPY3bi H
KOJLIeTH 10 HayuHoi paboTe. HaIln oTIEL AeIbI H IpafeIbl BMecTe BOSBANH IPOTHR HAIlH3Ma. Pa3pA3bIBaHHe
BOHHBI PaJlH reOIOIHTHYECKHX aMOHIHI PYKoBoACTBA P@, IBHAHMOIO COMHHTE/IBEHBIMH HCTOPHOCODCKHMH
(baHTa3MAMH, eCTH NHHITHOE [pefaTebCTBO HX MaMATIL

MET yBaskaeM YKPaHHCKYHO TOCYAApCTBeHHOCT, KOTOpas IePKITCA Ha pealbHO padoTaroIHX
JIeMOKpAaTHYecKIX HHCTUTYTaxX. MBI ¢ IOHHMaHHeM OTHOCHMCH K eBpoIleficKkoMy BEIOOpY Hammx coceseil. Mel
yOesKIeHBI B TOM, 9TO BCe IPOoOIeMbl B OTHOLICHILIX MeIy HAIlFMH CTPaHaMH MOTYT OBITh pellleHbl MHPHBIM

MyTEM.

3anepees Erop, kaHa. OHOML HayK

3anupko ExatepnHa, acIHpaHTKa KyALTYPOIOTH, (IIONOT, HCTOPHK KyIBTYPHI
3anopnH HIKHTa ANeKCaHIPOBHY, K.¢.M.H. OMCK

3aenuHOB AHzpeil Barepreny, acmpant, CII0IY

3a20BcKas DI, K.L.H. reorpad

3anka MakcHM AJIeKCaH/IpOBHY, CTY/IeHT OHOMOTHUecKoro (akynsTeTa MI'Y
3anka Haranes, X.¢.H., THHTBACT

3auKuH AHZpell, K.T.H.

3anknH bopHc AlleKCaHIpOBHY, K.T.H.

3auknHa Oubra, PhD, HcKyccTBOBe]

3aiiko FOmud, K.¢.-M.H., c.H.c. MT'Y

3atikoBckas MpHHa, KanmuaaT QIIOTOTHIecKHX HAyK

3alfHaryTAMHOBA DIEMIpa, K.0.H., JomeHT CIIOI'Y, 6momor*

3anpa Cedepbekosa, Bemyckamna @55 MI'Y, PhD ctynentka B DKFZ
3aup-bek Ceprefi, 5KcHepT, MpenofaBareihb

3alimeB Anekcanap HBaHoBHY, K.(-M.H.

3atmeB Anekcannp Cepreepnd, (3K, Hay4HEII cOTpyIHHK TexHomormueckoro Hucruryra Kaprcpya

3alimer Anekceii, Virginia Tech

3afineB Anekceil BacuiseBuy, J1.0.H.

3aiimes JIMUTpHil, MaTHCTpaHT (UIOIOTH™ecKoro ¢-ta MI'Y
3aiimes Urops, KaH. Gunoc. HayK

3atimeB ApocnaB AuapeeBnd, PhD, MexIyHapoIHble OTHOITEHHST
3aiiniesa TarbaHa, MHC MY

3aiimesa JIrodoBs I pHropheBHa, K.ILH.

3atimeBa HaTanss, k.¢.H. BeIymIHii HAYUHEIH COTpyHIK MI'Y
3atimeBa Ompra, k.0.H., HoBocHdmpek/3arped

3atimesa Onera Bukroposna, K.z TI'Y

3atimepa Onera BukropogHa, K.iL.H. TI'Y

3aiimesa FOmms HukonaeBHa, K.X.H., H.C.

3aiimeBa-3oToBa Jlapesa CepreeBHa, HOCTA0K, YHIBepcHTeT Octo (Hopeerms)



Personal reflections

| believe all parties involved in the war bare responsibility for it (the Russian
government, the Western governments, and the Ukrainian government). Russia
illegally invaded a sovereign country. But Russia was deliberately provoked by
(primarily) the US and other Western countries. The Ukrainian government’s
responsibility lies in its disregard for the Minsk |l agreement, and in its inability to
mediate between the West and Russia

It is hard to see a solution to this war any time soon. The only way to proceed and to
guarantee the survival of the human species is through diplomacy and negotiations.
In the nuclear age, unjust peace is better than the just war



“ABOVE ALL, WHILE DEFENDING OUR OWN VITAL INTERESTS,
NUCLEAR POWERS MUST AVERT THOSE CONFRONTATIONS
WHICH BRING AN ADVERSARY TO A CHOICE OF EITHER A
HUMILIATING RETREAT OR A NUCLEAR WAR. TO ADOPT THAT
KIND OF COURSE IN THE NUCLEAR AGE WOULD BE EVIDENCE
ONLY OF THE BANKRUPTCY OF OUR POLICY-OR OF A
COLLECTIVE DEATH-WISH FOR THE WORLD.”

John F. Kennedy, Commencement Address at
American University, Washington, D.C., June 10, 1963




