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What I do: Transformation researcher, facilitator, systemic coach & consultant under 

the name of One World Consultants (since 2003) 

Background: Political scientist, global citizen, human rights activist with NGOs/ 

CSOs, senior programme manager GIZ (2001-03), for GIZ, Ministries (AA, BMZ, 

BMEL), UN-agencies, NGOs, Political Foundations (i.e. Hans Seidl Foundation)

Main sectors: HCD (human capacity development) incl. transformational ToT/F4F 

leadership programmes, curriculum development, TVET/CBET, good governance, 

implementing/monitoring Agenda 2030

Regional experience: Asia: Armenia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Georgia, India, 

Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Tadjikistan, Thailand, Vietnam (since 1992)
Africa: Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Somaliland, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia (since 2001) 
total >6 years working experience in Africa/Asia/Latin America

My motivation …

Vincent Gruendler, One World Consultants- Germany



Presentation Overview

Main topics:

 International Development Cooperation (IDC): definition, 

objectives, perspectives

 Short Introduction to SDGs #1: No Poverty; and #2: No Hunger

 Different approaches, priorities, interests in IDC – China, USA, 

Germany, EU, etc.  
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A few

thoughts…

Always talking about

development, but ….
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Talking about development, but in which direction and how …

Images designed by pch.vector / Freepik
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Definition Development Policy

Development policy refers to all political, economic and social measures 

taken by a donor country to achieve sustainable improvements in living 

conditions in developing and transition countries. Development policy is not 

a clearly defined field in its own right. However, since trade policy and 

agricultural policy also include development policy-related aspects, one of 

the main challenges is how to coordinate all sub-policy areas into a 

coherent whole (coherence).

Source: https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/deza/en/documents/publikationen/Diverses/199148-abc-
entwicklungspolitik_EN.pdf

https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/deza/en/documents/publikationen/Diverses/199148-abc-entwicklungspolitik_EN.pdf


Development Policy Dimensions

source: IUCN - Sustainable Development



Origin of “development”

History of the term „development“

• Etymologically: "unroll, unfold"  neutral

• 18th/19th c. „age of enlightenment“  need for reforms 
assessment

After WW II, context of beginning cold war: Truman-doctrine:

„making the benefits of our scientific advances and industrial 
progress available for the improvement and growth of 
underdeveloped areas“ (President Truman 1949)

“Development“ = (?) western construction 

Criticism of “Post-development”: neocolonialism, cultural 
imperialism



We “pretend” to measure development using Indicators

What are indicators ?

• Show in a simplified way the situation within a complex system

• Can be quantitative or qualitative 

• They need interpretation, they are subjective

About measuring development

• Basic problem: 
no universally valid definition of development

• Instruments / indicators that measure development
reflect the underlying development paradigm

• Methodological problems: 
data availability and quality

Photos: Martina Pletsch-Betancourt (2019)

„We measure what we value and 
we value what we measure.“  
(Source: Meadows 1998)

How to measure “development”?



Selection of common indexes
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Human Development Index (HDI) - UNDP

World Hunger Index (WHI) - Welthungerhilfe

Gender Inequality Index (GII) - UNDP

Overall Global Gender Gap Index (GPI) – World Bank

Freedom in the World Index - Freedom House

Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI)

Corruption perception Index (CPI) - Transparency International

Fragile State Index - Fund for Peace

Happy Planet Index - New Economics Foundation



3. Focus on SDGs #1 No Poverty
& #2: No Hunger 
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SDG # 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Seite 13

SDG 1 is made up of seven targets and 14 indicators. It covers not only income-based 

measures of poverty (1.1, 1.2) but also other dimensions (1.2), including access to social 

protection (1.3) and basic services (1.4), economic resources (1.4), and resilience (1.5). 

The two means of implementation indicators focus on the mobilization of resources (1.A) 

and the development of pro-poor and gender-sensitive policies (1.B).



SDG # 2: Ending Hunger, Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture

Seite 14

SDG 2 – has a monitoring framework made up of eight targets and 13 indicators. This 

goal highlights the interlinkages between food security (Target 2.1), nutrition (2.1, 2.2), 

rural–transformation (2.3) and sustainable agriculture (2.4, 2.5). SDGs 1 (End poverty 

in all its forms everywhere) and 2 are very closely interlinked through the elements of 

rural transformation and sustainable agriculture.
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Farmer in Nyala, Sudan. Photo: UN Photo/Fred Noy



Where are we in ending hunger? 

https://www.globalhungerindex.org/

https://www.globalhungerindex.org/


Can the world afford ending hunger?

ODA = Official 

Development Assistence

All donors spend an average of 12 billion US-Dollar per year, half of what is needed

to end hunger by the year 2030. 

Post-harvest losses

On the farm

Empower the

excluded

ODA (real)

ODA (target)



What are effective interventions for
ending hunger? 



How is Zimbabwe doing on SDGs 1 & 2?
Presentation by Eric

Vincent Gruendler, One World Consultants- Germany14.10.2022Page 19

Photo: Harare suburbs, Zimbabwe



Characteristics of international development 

organisations

• Forum to discuss policy development principles

• Joint development of international standards for

economic, social and environmental policies

• Coordinated planning and implementation of bigger

programmes

• International organisations are financed by member

countries (voluntary or compulsory)

• Control mechanisms for evaluation and accountability

• Coordination of diverse interests is needed



- 36 member countries

- Goal: Financial stability for economic development and      

employment

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD)



DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE (DAC): 

• Defines quality standards for development cooperation

• Executes standardized peer reviews

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD)



The UN system





Top 10 non-government donors in 2018

Source: unsceb.org, data 2018

Top 10 non-government donors



Source: unsceb.org, data 2018

Top 10 non-government donors in 2018





What counts as
ODA ?

ODA = Official development
assistence



The Commitment to Development Index 

ranks 40 of the world’s most powerful 

countries on their dedication to policies that 

affect more than five billion people living in 

poorer nations.

Website: www.cgdev.org/cdi#/
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Group Work: Development Cooperation – topics and interests

Each group works on a country case on the following guiding questions:

1. Which development topics/priorities are in the foreground? 

2. Which interests are behind this?

3. Where do you see consistencies or discrepencies with the SDGs?

Group 1: China 

Group 2: USA

Group 3: Germany

Group 4: Japan

Group 5: Sweden

Where you find information on your country‘s IDC policy and performance: 

Committment to development index: www.cgdev.org/cdi#/

Latest VNR report: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/#keyword

GPEDC Effective Development Cooperation: https://dashboard.effectivecooperation.org/partner

Time: 15 minutes, then present your findings in short presentation, 1 PPT slide

http://www.cgdev.org/cdi#/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/#keyword
https://dashboard.effectivecooperation.org/partner


Agenda 2030
A historical agreement

•Successor of the MDGs 

•September 2015 – UN General assembly

•Consensus, signed by 193 countries

• International acceptance and shared

responsibility for the implementation

•New cooperation partnerships

•The Vision: Transformation of our planet

•Goal: Sustainable development worldwide

• UNIVERSAL

• TRANSFORMATIVE

• RIGHTS-BASED



Five dimensions of the Agenda 2030  („the 5Ps“)

• The 5Ps show the interrelationship
between the goals

• Focus of international 
development cooperation
is guided by these five
dimensions

Introduction Agenda 2030 and SDGsSeite 33



Social

Environmental

Dimensions of
sustainability

Economic

When we refer to “sustainability”, we talk about 3 dimensions. 
The SDGs should balance these three dimensions

Source: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/2030agenda-sdgs.html



5 core principles for implementation 

Universality: Goals apply for all countries – „developing

countries„ emerging economies, industrialized countries.

Integrated Approach: The three dimensions of sustainibility

as well as positive and negative interdependencies among the

goals are being considered.

Leave no one behind: Marginalized population groups are

the focus.

Shared responsibilty: Politics, civil society, economy and 

science are involved and contributing.

Accountability: The implementation of the Agenda 2030 is

checked at national, regional and global level.

Introduction Agenda 2030 and SDGsSeite 35



• In each country – also in China there is need for a 
sustainable development (Voluntary National Review 
reports 2016 & 2021)

• National own responsibility for development 
processes

• Adapt the Agenda 2030 to the national context 

• Support of Development Cooperation Partner 
Countries for implementation of Agenda 2030 

Goals apply for all countries:
Global South and North

Universality



Integrated 

Approach

Integrated solutions!

Seite 37

Introduction Agenda 2030 and SDGs

• All17 SDGs are integrated and indivisible

• Synergies and trade-offs between SDGs and Development 
Cooperation activities

• Overarching cooperation is needed: cooperation between policy
fields and sectors



Implementation of the Agenda 2030 requires 
the participation of all relevant stakeholders!

• Governments, private companies, civil society groups, citizens, science

• New forms of cooperation (for example Multistakeholder Partnerships)

Shared responsibilty



Monitor and evaluate impacts, document 
and make available, transparent! 

Regular monitoring and evaluation process at national, 
regional and global level

Voluntary National Reviews 

High quality data, accessible and updated data, 
disaggregated data are necessary 

Accountability

Consider leave

no one behind

Positive and negative 

impacts related to 3 

dimensions of

sustainability

Linkages to

partners‘ national 

implementation

strategies

Show integrated

approaches and 

interdependencies

Show shared

responsibilities

AGENDA 

2030

Introduction Agenda 2030 and SDGs



MONITORING 

the SDGs



MONITORING
Source: Factsheet Agenda 2030 - Follow-up and Review (GIZ, 2019)

VNR = Voluntary National Review

GSDR = Global Sustainable Development Report
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Questions for discussion:

►What have you learnt about international 

development cooperation and SDGs #1 & 

#2?

►How can you support the SDGs #1 & #2 

?


